Francisella strains express hemolysins of distinct characteristics.
Historically, Francisella strains have been described as nonhemolytic. In this study, we show by use of solid and liquid hemolysis assays that some Francisella strains have hemolytic properties. The Francisella novicida type strain U112 is hemolytic to horse erythrocytes and Francisella philomiragia type strain FSC144 is hemolytic towards both human and horse erythrocytes. The F. novicida strain U112 released a protein (novilysin A) into the culture supernatant which cross-reacted with antiserum against Escherichia coli HlyA whereas there was no similar protein detectable with this cross-reactive property from the supernatant of the F. philomiragia strain.